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8th January, 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

The Minister of Education and Skills, Ms. Norma Foley, made announcements during the week 

regarding school closures until the end of January as a result of health and safety concerns due to 

the current rate of Covid-19 infections.  All classes will move to online teaching and learning from 

Tuesday morning, 12th January.  In-service had been previously planned for staff and this will take 

place on Monday 11th January. We understand and appreciate the difficulties associated with 

remote teaching and learning also wish to acknowledge the fact that this is an anxious time for all. 

 

St. Columba’s College has been using Google Classroom as an online digital learning platform 

since March 2020. We have continued to use this platform as a teaching and learning tool in the 

first term of this academic year.  Your son/daughter should be very familiar with how to access 

this platform and how to submit work to teachers. Students have been give codes to access their 

various ‘Classrooms’ during the course of the first term. Please ask your son/daughter about this 

and ensure that they can access their account.  It is important that all students engage with our 

online platform to ensure that their education can continue during the school closure. Please do not 

hesitate to contact the college on admin@stcolumbasstranorlar.ie if any issues arise with codes or 

any other issues in relation to Google Classroom. 

 

Students have been given the opportunity over the last number of days to collect the necessary 

books and notes from their classrooms and lockers to enable them to study at home. The students 

have also been made aware that most of their textbooks are available as E-Books which can be 

downloaded.  If students did not get an opportunity to collect essential materials from the college 

by 5pm on Friday, 8th January, parents should contact the college on (074)9131246 to arrange a 

suitable time on Monday 11th January to do so. 

 

The primary aim of online support from Tuesday 12th is to cover the required curriculum areas for 

their specific subject. The teacher will decide the most effective method to use to achieve this aim. 

A number of online teaching methodologies/approaches will be taken by each subject department 

and some live classes will be organised by each subject teacher.  This information will be 

communicated to your son/daughter by their teacher via Google Classroom. Teachers in each 

subject area will give direction and instruction on what is expected from each student/class. 

Students should get in touch with their teacher immediately if they are having difficulty with any 

aspect of their subject or if they are finding the workload unmanageable. Please refer to our 

Remote Learning Policy, Acceptable Usage Policy and Code of Behaviour regarding expectations 

of appropriate levels of engagement and behaviour on our remote learning platform.  
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As mentioned above, we appreciate the difficulties associated with remote teaching and learning.  

We are putting in place a system where students, who do not have a suitable device at home, can 

borrow a Chromebook from the college to ensure that they can engage with online learning.   

There is a limited amount of devices so we have prioritised our Leaving Cert classes to begin with. 

We will contact other year groups by text depending on availability of devices.   

 

It was our intention to run Mock examinations for 3rd and 6th Year students as per the school 

calendar issued at the beginning of the school year. However, due to circumstances, this is under 

review.  Students will be informed of any decisions in this regard via their Google Classrooms. 

 

We ask that we work together to ensure the education of your son/daughter continues. Year Heads 

and Senior Management will continue to be proactive as best we can under these difficult 

circumstances in tracking students who do not engage in all subject areas. However, if you have 

concerns about your son’s/daughter’s engagement with the online process please do not hesitate to 

contact the college.  Please note that the support structures we have in place in the college are still 

accessible. Your son/daughter can communicate with their class teacher, Year Head or any 

member of staff if they are experiencing difficulties that require attention. We also have a very 

active Careers/Guidance Department and Student Support team who are more than willing to help. 

Please keep the lines of communication open and ask for help if needed. 

 

I take this opportunity of thanking you for your support and cooperation since the college 

reopened in September and look forward to your continued support and understanding in all our 

endeavours during this school closure.  We look forward to the college fully reopening on 

Monday, 1st February.  

 

In the meantime, I hope that you, your family and the wider school community remain healthy and 

safe - these difficult times will undoubtedly pass. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________ 

Tom Rowan 

Principal 


