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Dear Principal, 

The Government has announced on 29 April a phased easing of public health 

restrictions outlined in COVID-19 – Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.  

It is timely as we begin the last term of this school year, notwithstanding the 

recently announced phased easing of public health restrictions, to reflect on 

how current public health measures continue to support and underpin those 

school activities that traditionally take place in the last school term, for example 

school tours and trips, and class graduations.  

Graduations/Class Celebrations 

The final months of the academic year create a sense of occasion, as schools 

and students recognise the end of the school year and begin to prepare for the 

new one. For sixth year students, preparing for the Leaving Certificate and the 

natural rites of passage to a world of third level education or employment, and 

the formal ending of time in school, is traditionally marked by schools and 

students in graduation ceremonies or other forms of celebration at the end of 

the school year.   

Schools can continue to hold end of year graduation ceremonies for sixth year 

students, however it will not be possible for schools to carry these out in the 

traditional format. It is important that schools continue to implement key 

infection prevention control measures to minimise the spread of COVID-19. 

Schools must make every effort to avoid organising events that could lead to 

the unnecessary congregation of students or family members.  

Schools are exploring different ways of marking the occasion. Some schools 

may choose to hold events for specific class groupings within the school or 

organise remote events by hosting virtual ceremonies for students and their 

families. The core objective of any decision for holding a ceremony, is that any 

activity is operated in a safe manner and must adhere to public health advice 

and the school’s COVID-19 Response plan. 

School Trips/School Tours including use of buses 

The Department has published guidance for schools that provide various 

teaching and learning approaches, including bringing students outdoors and to 
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local amenities to enhance learning, promote physical activity and help positive 

wellbeing.  

Decisions in relation to educational trips are a matter for each individual school 

authority and it is the responsibility of each school authority to ensure that 

appropriate safeguards are in place while students are participating in school 

trips and that all such activities are in line with public health guidelines. 

However, schools are encouraged to minimise the use of buses for school tours 

this year, to keep it local and avoid long trips. Where buses are involved in a 

school trip, it would be better to avoid whole year groups going on the same 

trip. Schools are advised to risk assess the tour or trip to ensure that it can take 

place safely in line with public health advice.  

In respect of TY, the Department has advised of the importance of the 

opportunity for strengthening peer relationships and connections. Bonding 

activities are an important part of the TY programme, provided they adhere to 

health and social distancing guidelines. In this context, outdoor activities merit 

consideration, within the guidelines. 

Use of buses 

With regard to guidance for private hire of transport services by schools (for 

school activities such as tours, sports activities, etc.), while such services are 

not within the remit of the Department’s School Transport Scheme and any 

such arrangements are a matter for schools to organise and manage locally, the 

Department advises that any private transport arrangements organised by a 

school should comply with the general guidelines for students using School 

Transport Scheme Services, which are:  

• Do not use transport if displaying obvious symptoms.  

• Maintain physical distancing while waiting for transport. 

• Always sit in pre-assigned seating which will be next to a 

sibling or a student from their year group where possible (this 

should be the same student at all times).   

• Use hand sanitiser prior to or on boarding the bus. 

• Observe respiratory etiquette at all times – cover coughs and 

sneezes with a tissue and dispose of it properly, or by 

coughing or sneezing into their elbow while waiting for and on-

board transport services. 



 

….. 

3 

• Disembark the bus one by one in an orderly fashion. 

• All students on post-primary transport are required to wear 

facemasks while waiting for and on-board transport services 

(with the exception of students who for medical or special 

educational needs reasons are not in a position to wear a 

facemask or face covering).  

• 50% capacity on any transport arrangements for post-primary 

students has been recommended by public health authorities. 

End of school year closure dates due to Accredited Grades process 

School boards of management of post-primary schools are reminded that 

circular M29/95, provides that the minimum number of teaching days per school 

year is 167. It is stressed that this is a minimum number, which must be 

adhered to by all schools (and all classes within a school), and in no sense 

should this number be regarded as a maximum for any school 

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/M29_95.pdf 

Following discussions with the education partners it was agreed as part of the 

Accredited Grades process, that post-primary schools would close on 28 May 

this year rather than 4 June in order to complete the work required on 

Accredited Grades.   

 

Leaving Certificate Examinations 

The State Examinations Commission will shortly be issuing Guidance for the 

Conduct of the Written Examinations to schools that is in line with public health 

advice. It is of the utmost importance that schools should note in respect of 

sustaining public health measures in schools until the end of the year, that in 

the Leaving Certificate examinations, candidates will not be allowed to present 

for their examinations if they been diagnosed with COVID-19; have any 

symptoms of COVID-19; are a close contact of a confirmed case; or develop 

these symptoms at any stage over the course of the examinations; are self-

isolating, have been advised to self-isolate, or to restrict their movements. 

 

Importance of Public Health Measures 

The importance and impact of public health measures within schools to prevent 

the onward spread of COVID-19 infection has been repeatedly shown in 

https://www.education.ie/en/Circulars-and-Forms/Active-Circulars/M29_95.pdf
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schools with low positivity amongst close contacts. It is really important that 

these measures continue to be implemented, and that families are encouraged 

to support schools in keeping COVID-19 out of schools, by ensuring they follow 

national public health guidance, and staying away if anyone has and symptoms 

of COVID-19 infection. 

The HSE Principals line (01) 240 8785 is there to support you if you are aware of 

a case of COVID-19 but have not yet heard from Public Health. Contacting this 

national line is the quickest way to reach the HSE Schools teams. They will 

respond to you same day usually, or if later afternoon, the following morning. 

The Principals’ FAQs (link here) will support and answer many questions in the 

interim.     

Public Health Specialists Dr Kevin Kelleher and Dr Abigail Collins, together with 

the Irish Second Level Students’ Union (ISSU) have recorded a message for 

students on staying safe at this time, to protect themselves and their friends and 

to avoid disruption to school and examinations. You may wish to draw students’ 

attention to this. It can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NU_EelHZ6NU 

 

I wish your school communities a safe, productive and enjoyable summer term. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Deirdre Shanley 
Assistant Secretary 
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