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25th February, 2022 

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

  

I hope your son/daughter is enjoying the midterm break.  As you may be aware the Government has 

accepted the recommendations of NPHET to remove remaining restrictions relating to mask-

wearing and physical distancing in schools. The college will resume normal school routines and 

normal teaching and learning activities.  See below some of the changes which will take place. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

As the general requirement for physical distancing no longer applies, schools are no longer required 

to maintain these arrangements. The use of changing rooms, PE halls, lockers, assemblies, etc. will 

resume in the next number of weeks. Students will no longer need to wear their PE gear on the 

specified day. The reopening of the changing rooms and the implication for the wearing of the 

school uniform will communicated to students and parents next week. 

 

Introducing these revised measures 

Apart from the measures affecting teaching and learning, schools have discretion at local level to 

determine the timescale for introducing the changes outlined. It is not envisaged that timetables 

would be changed mid-year.  The staggered breaks will continue after the mid-term break and any 

changes to the current timetable will be reviewed in the next number of weeks. 

 

Mask wearing 

It is no longer a requirement for staff or students to wear a mask in school. Staff and students can 

continue to wear a mask if they wish to do so. The college will continue to make masks available 

for purchase in the canteen should they be required.   

 

Hand Hygiene 

The college will continue to promote good hygiene. Hand hygiene can be achieved by hand 

washing or use of a hand sanitiser (when hands look clean).  

 

Ventilation 

The Department published guidance setting out the practical steps for good ventilation in 

accordance with public health advice. The guidance sets out an overall approach for schools that 

windows should be open as fully as possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-

times or lunch-times (assuming not in use) and also at the end of each school day) and partially 

open when classrooms are in use. We will continue to ensure that good ventilation can be achieved 

in classrooms without causing discomfort, particularly during cold weather. 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Principal: Mr. Tom Rowan  

Deputy Principals: Mr. John Sweeney, Ms. Georgina White       

 

 

Staying at home if you have symptoms 

The requirement to stay at home if you have symptoms remains, both for students and staff. One of 

the key messages to manage the risks of COVID-19 is to do everything practical to avoid the 

introduction of COVID-19 into the college. 

 

School transport and Face coverings/mask wearing 

With effect from Monday 28th February the wearing of face coverings/masks on school transport 

will no longer be mandatory but will continue to be advised. All other measures relating to hygiene 

(including the provision of hand sanitiser and additional cleaning of service) and pre-assigned 

seating will remain in place subject to further review. 

 

Parent teacher meetings 

Face to face Parent Teacher meetings will resume for the remaining planned meetings. We have 

issued Parent/Teacher reports for 3rd, 5th, TY and 6th Year students during this year. Therefore, no 

further meetings will take place for these year groups.   

 

The 2nd Year Parent Teacher will take place in the college on Thursday 3rd March from 4.15pm to 

6.45pm as planned.  While it is no longer a requirement for staff or parents to wear a mask in 

school, masks may be worn if people wish to do so. 

 

The 1st Year Parent Teacher Meeting will take place in the college on Tuesday 15th March from 

4.15pm to 6.45pm. 

 

Visitors to schools 

There is no longer a requirement to restrict visitors to schools and the college will revert to the 

normal arrangements. 

 

We hope that the challenges and disruption posed by Covid-19 over the last two years are behind 

us.  I would like to thanks you for all your cooperation and support with all the measures which we 

introduced in the college to prevent the introduction and spread of Covid-19.  We will move 

forward with caution over the next number of weeks to ensure the health and safety of all students 

and staff in the college.   

 

 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

______________________ 
 

Tom Rowan 

Principal  


