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5th January, 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
I hope all students, parents/guardians and staff had an enjoyable Christmas break and wish 

everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year. 

 

As St. Columba’s College reopens tomorrow, Thursday 6th January, it is important that we 

continue and renew our focus on the public health measures that will help our school 

community to stay as safe as possible during the coming year.  While COVID-19 vaccination 

uptake in adults is high, we still need to work together to ensure we continue with all 

measures to best control Covid-19 in our school and that we minimise the onward spread of 

Covid-19 within our communities.  

 

Covid-19 Plan 

Our Covid-19 Plan for the reopening of the college is under constant review.  It is very 

important that you review the health of your son/daughter before their return to school 

watching out for signs of fever, dry cough, loss of smell or taste, fatigue and sore throat as part 

of this plan. 

 

Daily checks 

Each student must take responsibility in declaring to their parent/guardian in the event of the 

development of symptoms as listed above. Should a student come to school feeling unwell and 

later has a diagnosis of Covid19, it would have a detrimental effect, not only to the other 

students and staff at the school but also put the lives of others in the wider community at risk 

due to cross contamination.  In the event that your son/daughter develops symptoms or feels 

unwell during the school day, he/she will be placed in our Infirmary (near front gate). You will 

be contacted and your son/daughter must be collected immediately from the Infirmary (you 

will not have to enter the school building). It will not be possible to keep the student in the 

Infirmary for the duration of the school day.   

 

Students and COVID-19 Tests 

Students who have symptoms of COVID-19 should stay at home, isolate, and arrange to have a 

COVID-19 test. There are two types of tests. Initially, students are offered antigen tests. If the 

antigen test is positive, they should book a PCR test. 

For further information: https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/testing/get-tested/ 

 

https://www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/testing/get-tested/


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Principal: Mr. Tom Rowan  

Deputy Principal: Mr. John Sweeney, Ms. Georgina White     

 

If a student tests positive for COVID-19 following a PCR test: 

i. They will be contact traced by the National Contact Tracing Team who will ask them to 

identify their close contacts. 

ii. The student will have to isolate for 10 days from the day their symptoms started or for 

10 days from the day they had the positive PCR test. 

iii. The student can return to school after this isolation period, provided they do not have 

a fever/temperature during the last 5 days of their isolation period. 

 

If a student is identified as a CLOSE CONTACT of a case in their HOUSEHOLD, they will have to 

restrict their movement as per the national guidelines for a household close contact and get a 

COVID-19 test as soon as possible. 

 

See below a link to a summary guide to self-isolation restricted movement in varying 

circumstances for adults and children over the age of thirteen. 

 

https://www.hpsc.ie/az/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/factsheetsandresources/Is

olation%20quick%20guide%20Adults%20and%20children%20from%20their%2013th%20birth

day.pdf 

 

We hope that the college can remain fully open in the next number of weeks.  The college will 

however be closed on Monday, 10th January, for a JCT Staff in-service meetings. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact the college if you have any questions or queries by phone on 
(074)9131246 or by email at admin@stcolumbasstranorlar.ie 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

______________________ 

Mr. Tom Rowan 
Principal 
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